The myelodysplastic syndromes and myeloproliferative disorders.
Our understanding of the exact molecular and genetic alterations responsible for the evolution of the diverse diseases included under the myelodysplastic and myeloproliferative disorders lags behind that of the acute leukemias and CML. However, progress is being made, and new tests for molecular markers (increased PRV-1/CD177, decreased Mpl expression) are being developed. While in the past, treatment for both groups of diseases was primarily supportive, an improved understanding of the underlying pathobiology has led to new treatments with promising preliminary results. The laboratory's role in the diagnosis, prognosis, and determination of efficacy of treatment will continue to expand as new tests become available.